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Here are some general notes I had that helped us with the success in passing legislation in Maryland in April of 2014.  I do appreciate that we live in a liberal state and the legislators were willing to listen.  I am not a political strategist, so this list tends to be more focused on process.

1. be professional and organized
· Get business cards (I ordered mine at fedex.com)
· Convey your passion in a logical manner


2. never underestimate yourself and go to anything and everything
· Assume you will meet the governor. 
· Assume you will be the go-to resource on this issue


3. work with lobbyists and industry contacts
· Understand that they are using you as much as you are using them
· Keep in constant contact


4. develop a press kit/ legislature package
· Include pictures of your child, your story / stats, research, one pager on issue
· Legislators are amazingly still focused on hard copies


5. develop a consistent message and share it widely
· Create a universal logo
· Create an easy to remember name
· Create a website as a depository for information, press, etc. 
· Share information with other parents communicating with legislators


6. utilize the press 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Develop a press contact list
· Know the story may not come out as expected
· Write the story for them
· Draft press releases
· Organize press conferences

7. use social media
· Create a FB group for parents with some privately to openly discuss strategy
· Create a FB page for the public
· Have a twitter tag you use consistently (ideally similar to your name)
· Create a video 


8. get to know legislative aides
· They know more than anyone
· They also have thousands of other bills, so don’t hesitate to keep them informed as well

9. use your friends
· Okay, don't use them, but don't hesitate to ask for help. 
· Tell them it's a pro bono business relationship and treat them accordingly. 

10. know the bills better than anyone else
· Leverage Americans for Safe Access (www.safeaccessnow.org)
· Understand the complexities of the legislative process
 
1

2

image1.emf










Medical Marijuana i
e M

sy
ittty

it some gt i1 it s s i s sy it
i o S o e b o e e B g o
a1t A St 50 s 5 et o .

et et i s oo com)
Conv ot gt i oy o

R o 5 o s s

3 okt ity gy coracs
Chdein oty i o s 3 v kg
et

4 dor s o e
e Tt R ———
Lot s amaeoy i o o 1 o

5 doro o consstnt messsg nd e
e ey
B .

S ot s ool s

o o pmprs
Beteosrss const
ot s —
e
Dt s .
Do s conces



